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Engage with Age is a partnership organisation 
working to improve the quality of life, health and well 
being of older people in South and East Belfast and 

Castlereagh, connecting older people to each other and 
up uif dpnnvojuz- boe joûvfodjoh efdjtjpo.nblfst/

‘Giving a voice, 
providing a choice’

Older people from throughout Belfast were amongst 
the 180 participants from across the province gathered 
jo Cfmgbtu evsjoh Kvof up ublf qbsu jo uif ûstu Opsuifso 
Ireland Pensioners Parliament.  The two day event, which 
xbt pshbojtfe cz Bhf Tfdups Qmbugpsn boe pgûdjbmmz 
launched by Junior Ministers Jonathan Bell MLA and 
Martina Anderson MLA, involved people from every 
dpvouz jo Opsuifso Jsfmboe efdjejoh po uif nbjo jttvft pg 
concern for pensioners today.

Over the two days in June this summer, the Holiday Inn 
in Belfast became a hub for democratic decision making 
as Members of the Pensioners Parliament (MPPs) asked 
questions and voted on issues such as energy prices, 
food, fear of crime, health and social care 
and pensions. .

Committee members from Age Sector Platform 
commented: “Each stage of the Pensioners Parliament has 
been fully democratic with every interested older person 
given an equal voice.  The response to the entire process 
has been fantastic, and we are very excited about how 
we will be able to use the recommendations from the 
Qbsmjbnfou up joüvfodf pvs efdjtjpo nblfst jo uif dpnjoh zfbs/ð

An extensive survey was carried out with over 1,200 
pmefs qfpqmf jo Opsuifso Jsfmboe- jefoujgzjoh uif nbjo 
areas of concern for pensioners and 24 motions have 
been passed which will form the basis for campaigning in 
the coming year.  Following the Parliament, a report has 
cffo esbgufe boe ejtusjcvufe up uif Opsuifso Jsfmboe 
Assembly, MLAs, MPs, councils, statutory bodies, the 
private sector and other relevant organisations.
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A number of prominent speakers addressed the 
Parliament over the two days, including speakers from 
uif Vujmjuz Sfhvmbups- uif QTOJ- uif Ifbmui boe Tpdjbm Dbsf 
Cpbse boe uif Pmefs Qfpqmfòt Bewpdbufòt pgûdf/  Fyqfsu 
panels on each main area of concern were also present to 
botxfs rvftujpot gspn uif üpps/

As one delegate explained: “Following the Parliament, 
we as older people must ensure that our voice is heard 
by the new Assembly on these issues.  As a large and 
growing section of the population, our voice is only going 
to become stronger and more important over the coming 
years; and older people have much to contribute.  Our 
experience and knowledge can really help assist policy 
boe efdjtjpo nblfst jo uif zfbst up dpnfð/  
Gps npsf jogpsnbujpo po uif Opsuifso Jsfmboe Qfotjpofst 
Parliament, visit www.pensionersparliament.org 
or phone 028 9031 2089.

Questions for the panel at the 

Belfast local Parliament

Francis Hughes addresses the Belfast local parliament

Panel answer questions during a discussion 

The First N.I. Pensioners Parliament 
a Great Success

Seniors Forum members attending 
the Parliament

New Older People’s 
Commissioner Announced !

 Engage With Age welcomes the appointment of 

(former EWA board member) Claire Keating as the 

new older people’s commissioner.




